
------AP Language and Composition (AP English III) Summer Reading Assignment Begins Here---- 
 
AP Language and Composition (AP English III) 
Summer Reading Assignment  

 
Welcome! As a student in AP Language and Composition at Havelock High School, you are expected to complete 
a summer reading assignment by reading two AP-level novels. You may purchase the books or check the books 
out from a local library. On the first day of class, all assignments are due, and there will be a test on the two 
novels. 

 
Assignment 1: 
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

 
On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the Clutter family were savagely 
murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a few inches from their faces. There was no apparent motive for the 
crime, and there were almost no clues.  As Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that 
led to the capture, trial, and execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and astonishing 
empathy. In  Cold  Blood is  a  work  that  transcends  its  moment,  yielding  poignant  insights  into  the  nature  
of American violence.  (Amazon.com) 

 
1. Bring a copy of the novel the first day of class. 

 
2. Throughout the book, create an Annotation Journal in a table form (insert, then table) in 

which you complete the following: a. Choose one theme in the book and find at least 
5 significant quotations with page numbers that support the theme you chose in the 
book and provide insightful commentary.  (Commentary is NOT just summarizing!)  
List the theme first, and then label your five quotes and commentary appropriately. 

 
b.  Determine  the  author’s  purpose  in  the  book  and  find  at  least 3  significant  quotations  with  page 
numbers that serve as textual evidence of the author’s purpose you chose and explain the significance. 
List the author’s purpose first, and then label your three quotes and commentary appropriately. 

 
c. Determine the author’s style and find at least 2 PASSAGES (4-5 sentence passage) with page numbers 
that  represent  the  author’s  style  you chose  and  explain how  it  is  effective  in achieving  the  author’s 
overall purpose. (Author’s style refers to word choice, tone, mood, sensory language, rhetorical devices, 
syntax, etc. Please research further if you are unaware of this concept.)  List the author’s style, and then 
label your two passages and commentary appropriately. 

 
Assignment 2: 
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

 
One of the most important and enduring books of the twentieth century, Their Eyes Were Watching God brings 
to life a Southern love story with the wit and pathos found only in the writing of Zora Neale Hurston. Out of print 
for almost thirty years—due largely to initial audiences’ rejection of its strong black female protagonist— 
Hurston’s classic has since its 1978 reissue become perhaps the most widely read and highly acclaimed novel in 
the canon of African-American literature.  (Amazon.com) 

 



1.  Bring a copy of the novel to class the first day of class. 
 
2. Throughout the book, create an organized and neatly typed Annotation Journal in which you complete the 
following: 

a. Choose one theme and find at least 5 significant quotations with page numbers that support the theme you  
chose in the book and provide insightful commentary.  (Commentary is NOT just summarizing!)  List the  
theme first, and then label your five quotes and commentary appropriately. 

 
b. Determine the author’s purpose in the book and find at least 3 significant quotations 
with page numbers that serve as textual evidence of the author’s purpose you chose 
and explain the significance.  List the author’s purpose first, and then label your three 
quotes and commentary appropriately. 

 
c. Determine the author’s style and find at least 2 PASSAGES (4-5 sentence passage) with page numbers 
that  represent  the  author’s  style  you chose  and  explain how  it  is  effective  in achieving  the  author’s 
overall purpose. (Author’s style refers to word choice, tone, mood, sensory language, rhetorical devices, 
syntax, etc. Please research further if you are unaware of this concept.)  List the author’s style, and then 
label your two passages and commentary appropriately. 

 
Assignment 3: 
Print and complete a Major Works Data Sheet for Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston. 

 
Assignment 4: 
Find and identify examples of the following rhetorical devices in the novel Their Eyes Were Watching God.  Write 
down the quote that illustrates the device, and then write an explanation of what the device achieves in the 
book.  If you are not familiar with the rhetorical devices/terms, do some research and familiarize yourself with 
their definitions and how they work. 

•   Allusion 
•   Metaphor 
•   Parallelism 
•   Colloquialism 
•   Tone 
•   Anaphora 

 
There will be additional assignments dealing with both books the first and/or second week of school. 

 
 
 
Assignment 5 
Test on both books on the first day of class. 

 

 
Click link for Major Works Data Sheet 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sd38tO6OjIrFegnlgia2_B1k4hzsmfCo-
0at8mIO07Y/edit 

 
------------------------AP English III Reading Assignment ends here------------------------- 

 


